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CONSERVATION GRAZING 

Long term management of the park can be achieved mainly through grazing. Links with local 
farmers who understand conservation grazing is likely to be necessary; Surrey Wildlife Trust 
may be a good partner here as they have land adjacent to the park and will be keen to work 
with a project like this.  

Advice from the Rare Breeds Survival Trust and the use of ‘No Fence’ technology for cattle 
like the Highland’s (figure 16) would put you on very good footing for ongoing care of the 
land. Taking this grazing strategy would also create a fantastic story to engage locals with the 
circular, sustainable journey of how a golf course was “rewilded” with cattle whose meat is 
now served at the local restaurant. 

 

Figure 15 Cattle grazing in the parkland. 

Figure 16 Highland cattle 
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Figure 12 Banded demoiselle damselfly 

WILD SWIMMING POND  

 

Figure 11 Wild swimming in the lake at Gatton Manor 

Whilst this aspect of the project is currently underway, if an opportunity arises to extend the 
shallow perimeters of the swimming pond, it will provide a safe haven for aquatic 
invertebrates, reptiles and amphibians, specifically red listed species such as the common 
toad, palmate newts and various species of dragonfly like the banded demoiselle (figure 12).  

Furthermore, confining swimming activities to designated areas will contribute to the pond’s 
capacity to maintain an ecological balance despite the physical disruption caused by 
swimmers. Upstream reedbeds and fish-free ponds will additionally aid in the reduction of 
sediment and therefore facilitate increased light penetration into the water, thus promoting 
aquatic plant growth across various hydrological layers. 

 

Courtyard Gardens
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Local BenefitsSupporting Local Business

Benefits

Design Benefits

•	 Providing a high-quality destination hotel which will 
offer a luxury experience

•	 80 guest bedrooms including 6 lakeside lodges

•	 A Fine Dining restaurant and a family restaurant

•	 A Spa with treatments rooms, an indoor pool and wild 
swimming

•	 Tennis and Padel Courts

•	 Other outdoor activities - Horse riding, cycling, and 
walking

•	 Organised trips to local attractions

•	 Produce will be sourced from local farmers and 
horticulturalists, wherever possible

•	 The hotel’s own gardens also providing home grown 
fruit and vegetables

•	 Spin off trade to other local business - photographers, 
taxi firms, pubs and restaurants and local attractions 
etc.

•	 Sourcing many building materials locally to reduce the 
developments carbon footprint

•	 Bricks and other building materials will be secured 
from local suppliers, wherever possible

•	

•	 Local provision for local residents to access hotel 
facilities at off peak times at a discount

•	 Wider environmental benefits - the wider re-wilded 
landscape will be accessible via the public footpath 
network

•	 Reduction in traffic to and from the site

•	 Local jobs will be offered to local people, including 
apprenticeships, where possible


